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COUNTY OF UNION

DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES
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Deputy County Manager/Director, Department of Administrative Services

TO: Alfred J. Faella
County Manager
FROM: Matthew N. DiRado, E

Acting Director, Departmént of Administrative Services/
Director of Personnel and Labor Relations

DATE: September 28, 2011
RE: Investigation of Odor on Fourth Floor of Administration Building
Ce: Frank Guzzo

Director, Department of Human Services

This memorandum shall provide a summarization of the tests and findings conducted
in response to odor complaints on the fourth floor of the Administration Building,

In July, a number of Human Services employees located on the fourth floor of the
Administration Building have either complained of a strange odor, suffered from
allergy related symptoms, or a combination of both. Upon receipt of the initial
complaints, the County contacted its Bureau of Hazardous Materials (Hazmat) which
alerted the Elizabeth Fire Department (EFD). Both Hazmat and EFD provided a joint
response to the incident, first on July 2™ and again on July 5™. In both instances, the
responders conducted air quality tests and attended to any employee feeling ill
stemming from the unknown odor and/or allergy related symptoms. Any employee
requesting medical follow up was referred to one of our contracted medical providers
for further evaluation. Additionally, in the early stages of this incident, any employee
expressing concern about returning to work on the fourth floor was accommodated,
which included relocation.

The testing conducted by Hazmat and EFD did not reveal any toxins or threats to the
health and safety of these employees. However, because the health and safety of our
employees are of paramount importance, the County took the extra step of relocating
all fourth floor employees to other floors in the Administration Building and Union
County College in Elizabeth. The relocation of the fourth floor allowed the County to
bring in an environmental consulting firm, Birdsall Services Group, to do extensive

DIVISION OF PERSONNEL MANAGEMENT AND LABOR RELATIONS

Elizabethtown Plaza

Administration Building
Elizabeth, NJ 07207 (908)527-4030

We're Connected to You/!
———————

fax(908)558-2566 www.ucnj.org



air quality tests. These tests included collecting air samples during the week of
August 22™ to test for airborne mold spores as well as taking samples from carpeting,
sheetrock walls, and baseboards.

Air ducts, vents and the HVAC system were thoroughly inspected for leaks and
cleaned. The outcome to date is that the air sample areas have not detected the
presence of excess mold spores, evidence of environmental contamination or leaks
within the HVAC system. In an effort to confirm the absence or presence of mold
growth, exploration holes cuts were made into the walls in several locations. None of
the cut walls revealed mold growth. However, loose pieces of molded sheetrock
were found within the cavity of one of the exploration holes. Birdsall Services Group
has concluded that it appears this sheetrock was inadvertently left behind from a
previous mold remediation project, as there is no obvious cause and no other water-
stained or molded materials in the space. These pieces of loose sheetrock totaled less
than 10 square feet and were remediated and removed.

On August 24™, Birdsall Services Group collected additional air samples on the
fourth floor for total airborne fungal structure analysis. All samples came back safe,
and Birdsall Services Group has concluded that the subject odor events do not appear
to be associated with an indoor mold growth problem.

In a final effort to test the overall environment of the fourth floor, human services
staff from another locations volunteered to work on the floor to see if they detect any
odors or feel any physical effects. At this time, there have been no reported
problems. The Division of Building Services cleaned the fourth floor and is in the
process of installing new carpeting, while the floor is vacant.

In conclusion, given the absence of any documented environmental concerns, the
fourth floor employees will be moving back to their permanent work stations once
carpet installation is complete.




CORE MECHANICAL, INC.
“Heating, Air Conditioning, Refrigeration, Ventilation, Controls, Mold
Remediation Testing & Prevention, Duct Cleaning, Service, Sales,
Installations, Testing, Balancing, Rentals and Parts”
www.coremech.com

September 9, 2011

County of Union
Facilities Management
2 Broad Street
Flizabeth, NJ 07207

Atin:  Neil Palmien

Re: Swab Results

Mr. Palmieri;
The results of the tests were negative. The only finding was for Staphylococcus sp
and this is not barmful in duct. If you need any further assistance please feel free to

contact our office anytime at 856-665-0636.

’ Ij’dmekb \/ims::ler Sr.
Owner

7150 Park Drive * Suite 400 * Pennsauken, NJ 08109
Telephone: 856.665.0636 * Fax: 856.488.2241
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CCRE MECHANICAL INC.
7180 Nerth Park Dr.
Suite 43040
Pennsauken, NJ 0810F
(856) 655-0636

WIPE-BAC/FUNG CT&ID
WIPE SAMPLE
TOTAL COUNT BACUTERIA
TOTAL COUNT FUNGI

Swab area/inch:

Diluricn Factor Bacterla
Diluticn Factor Fungl
ND= None Detected

Staphylococcus 8p.

B

EMLAP #10
DHS#Lab01

LIV IR V)
L~
=
~3

*Sample received
acceptable condit

B . MDL=1000 CPU/in"2
FUNGUS MDL=100 CFU/in"2

o above samp
/ 12:40:

1

3

Job Number: 110561379
Accesgion No.: &56666

Date Collected: 39/31/1“
Dats Received: 0g9/01/1
Date Analyzed: 0S/01 /11

UNION ‘OJVTV ADMIN BLDG
18/08 STRAIRWELL B 2ZND FLR
COUNTS RESULT UNITS PERCENT
3 3000 CFU/in"2
ND ¢ CrU/in"2
1000X
LCCXK
3 10C.0%
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COUNTS
"IPE-BAC/FUNG CT&ID
WIPE SAMPLE

TOTAL COUNT BACTERIA ND

TOTAL COUNT FUNGI ND

-
[
s

s

ATHA, P OH102747
Texas WHS#”abOl33
*Sample received in
acceptable condition*
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Collected: 08/01/11

Receivad:
Analyzed:

08/01/11
0%/01/11

N COUNTY ADMIN RBLDG
ONF RM 1ST FLR

UNITS PERCENT
CFU/in"2
CPU/in"2
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Laboratory Director

LABORATORY EE P T
Job Number: 110861379
Accession No.: 656871
CORE MECHANICAL INC. Date Collected: 05/01/11
7150 North Park Dr Date Receivead: gg/01/11
Suite 400 Date Analvyzed: 0%/01/11
Pennsauken, NJ 08109
UNION COUNTY ADMIN BLDC
(BE5E; EBI-(538 22/J BISSET CFPC 18T FLR
COUNTS RESULT UNITS PERCENT
WIPR~-BAC/PUNG CT&ID
WIPE SAMPLE
TOTAL COUNT BACTERIA 1 1000 CFRU/in™2
TOTAL COUNT FUNGI ND ¢ CFU/in"z
/inch: 1
Pactor Bacter.a LG00K
Factor Pungi 1003
Detectead
BACTERIA
Staphylococcus sp. 1 100.0%
AIHA, EMLAP #102747
Texas DHEHLab0133
*Sample received in
acceptable condition*
BACTERIA MDL=1000 CFU/in"2
FUNGUS MDL=100 CFJ/in"2
regulte apply to above sample only.
Date/Time 05/08/11 12:40:43
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