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May 20, 2010

The Honorable Chairman Daniel P. Sullivan
Members, Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders
Union County Administration Building
Elizabethtown Plaza

Elizabeth, NJ 07207

Re: Permanent Auditor

Dear Chairman Daniel Sullivan and Members of the Board:

On September 25, 2009, the New Jersey Foundation for Open Government held a
symposium in Trenton. The Symposium's keynote speaker was New Jersey
Comptroller Matthew Boxer.

During his presentation, Mr. Boxer spoke about how some public bodies keep using
the same firms to audit their books year after year. He said that this is not a
good practice because "permanent" auditors become complacent when they realize
that nobody—other than themselves—are going to review their work the following
year. He also said that there's a tendency for "permanent" auditors to not ask
too many hard gquestions out of fear of not being hired for the following year.

Union County has been awarding their auditing contract to Suplee, Clooney &
Company for at least 13 consecutive years now. This firm has donated heavily to
political campaign coffers.

A review of 2007 and prior years Audit Reports of Union County Government
prepared by Suplee, Clooney and Company disclosed the following opinion
qualifications expressed by the auditor and recommendations made for remediation
of issues that apparently have yet to be addressed:

December 31, 2007 Audit of the Office of the Sheriff of Union County -

(page 2) The auditor states “In our opinion, because the Office of the Sheriff,
County of Union, prepares its financial statements on the basis of accounting
discussed in the preceding paragraph, the financial statements referred to above
do not present fairly, in conformity with U.S. generally accepted accounting
principles, the financial position of the Office of the Sheriff, County of
Union, as of December 31, 2007 and 2006.”

Our Mission
The Union County Watchdog Association, Inc. is a nonpartisan, nonprofit 501(c)3 organization working on behalf of residents
and taxpayers to monitor Union County government and advocate for the elimination of waste, corruption and incompetence. We
believe that good government can only be achieved through a system of checks and balance - a system that includes the watchful

eye of the people.









