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WILENTZ, GOLDMAN & SPITZER PA.

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
90 Woodbridge Center Drive

Suite 900 Box 10

X
Woodbridge, NJ 07095-0958

732.636.8000

Fax 732.855.6117

Meridian Center |

Two Industrial Way West
Eatontown, NJ 07724-2265
732.542.4500

Fax 732.493.8387

110 William Street

26th Floor

New York, NY 10038-3927

212.267.3091
Fax 212.267.3828

Two Penn Center Plaza
Suite 910
Philadelphia, PA 19102
215.940.4000

Fax 215.636.3999

www.wilentz.com

Please reply to:

Woodbridge

Direct Dial: (732) 855-6016
Direct Fax: (732) 726-6682
Email: wshih@wilentz.com

VIA UPS OVERNIGHT MAIL

Ms. Tina Renna
Mr. Bruce Paterson
Union County Watchdog Association
202 Walnut Avenue
Cranford, New Jersey 07016

Re:

DAVID T. WILENTZ (1919-1988)

G. GEORGE GOLDMAN (1822-1959)
HENRY M. SPITZER (1928-1988)
WARREN W. WILENTZ (1949-2010)

MORRIS BROWN
FREDERIC K. BECKER®
NICHOLAS L. SANTOWASSO (1960-2010)
RICHARD F. LERT?

JOHN A. HOFFMAN
STEPHEN E. BARCAN
BARRY M. EPSTEIN*"
VINCENT P. MALTESE
DAVID M. WILDSTEIN
GORDON J. GOLUM
MARVIN J. BRAUTH
STUART A. HOBERMAN®®
STEPHEN A. SPITZER
ANNE S. BABINEAU?
CHRISTINE D. PETRUZZELL
BRIAN J. MOLLOY
RANDALL J. RICHARDS
JOSEPH J. JANKOWSKI
DAVID S. GORDON
FREDERICK J. DENNEHY
ROY H. TANZMAN?

STEVEN J. TRIPP

JAY J. ZIZNEWSKI

ALAN WASSERMAN<*
JAMES E. TRABILSY
MAUREEN S. BINETTI<
ANTHONY J. PANNELLA, JR.
MICHAEL J. BARRETT<
MICHAEL F. SCHAFF?’
ANGELO JOHN CIFALDI
KEVIN M. BERRY”

JOHN T. KELLY?

C. KENNETH SHANK®
EDWIN LEAVITT-GRUBERGER?
BRUCE M. KLEINMAN **
BARRY A. COOKE®

JON G. KUPILIK

PETER R. HERMAN®
EDWARD T. KOLE

Netta Architects, LLC

Dear Ms. Renna and Mr. Paterson:

HESSER G. McBRIDE, JR.
ERIC JOHN MARCY
ROBERT C. KAUTZ >
VIOLA S. LORDI?

LYNNE M. KIZIS

KEVIN P, RODDY***
DANIEL S. BERNHEIM 3d **
DAVID H. STEIN

DOUGLAS WATSON LUBIC?
DOMINICK J. BRATTI

LISA A. GORAB?
LAWRENCE F. JACOBS’
BETH HINSDALE-PILLER
FRED HOPKE'

DONALD E. TAYLOR®
BRETT R. HARRIS*®
JEFFREY W. CAPPOLA
ALFRED M. ANTHONY?
DARREN M. GELBER™
WILLIAM J. LINTON
DONNA M. JENNINGS
GIOVANNI ANZALONE
PETER A. GREENBAUM’
WILLARD C. SHIH’

BLAIR R. ZWILLMAN>©
LAWRENCE C. WEINER?
LAURIE E. MEYERS **
JOHN M. CANTALUPO?
BARBARA G. QUACKENBOS®
DAVID P. PEPE

JOHN E. HOGAN
EVERETT M. JOHNSON?
DANIEL R. LAPINSKI®

OF COUNSEL
ROBERT A. PETITO
HAROLD G. SMITH
ALAN B. HANDLER °
MYRON ROSNER?

R. BENJAMIN COHEN
FRANCIS V. BONELLO

COUNSEL
RUTH D. MARCUS **
RICHARD J. BYRNES
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JAMES E. TONREY, JR.?
DEIRDRE WOULFE PACHECO
ROBERTO BENITES
JONATHAN J. BART'??
YVONNE MARCUSE

ABBY RESNICK-PARIGIAN"
BRIAN KALVER®

ELLEN TORREGROSSA-O'CONNOR
AMANDA F. SHECHTER®
BARBARA J. KOONZ®

TODD E. LEHDER®’

PHILIP A. TORTORET| "*
KELLY A. ERHARDT-WOJIE *
FRANCINE E. TAJFEL?
EDWARD J. ALBOWICZ®

ALEX LYUBARSKY?

ASSOCIATES

LINDA LASHBROOK
LORETTA KIRSCH PRIVES®
ELIZABETH C. DELL?
LETITIA ACCARRINO™
ALBERTINA WEBB?

JOHN P. MURDOCH Il
MARY H. SMITH

ANNA |. MONFORTH
STEPHANIE D. GIRONDA
KEVEN H. FRIEDMAN®
GREGORY D. SHAFFER’<
JESSICA SWEET

LOUIS J. SEMINSKI, JR.
MICHAEL F. FRIED®
MICHELE C. LEFKOWITZ
DASHIKA R. WELLINGTON®
ROBERT L. SELVERS’
PAMELA R. GOLD-ZAFRA?
ALYSON M. LEONE®
VINCENT CHENG®
MICHAEL J. WEISSLITZ
JAMIE M. BENNETT?
MARCELLO DE PERALTA™
KEITH L. HOVEY?

JOSEPH J. RUSSELL, JR?

EMILY D. VAIL*

CHERYL. E. CONNORS
CHAD B. SIMON?
ANTHONY WILKINSON®
JAY B. FELDMAN?

JAMES TRACY

LOUIS A. GREENFIELD?
JULIA A. LOPEZ®

AMY HERBOLD

DARRON E. BERQUIST"
DANIEL J. KLUSKA

KARIN K. SAGE

JOSEPH D. CASTELLUCCI, JR.
REBECKA J. WHITMARSH
CORINNE L. McCANN
MICHAEL L. GALVIN
SATISH V. POONDI

ERICA A. RODRIGUEZ
CARRIE S. FORD

KUSH SHUKLA™®

RACHEL M. COLANCECCO®
VICTORIA HWANG-MURPHY?
GLENN P. PRIVES®
ANNEMARIE T. GREENAN®
KATHERINE A. CZECH?

< Certified Civil Trial Attomey
OCertified Criminal Trial Attorney
+ Certified Workers Comp. Attomey
* National Certified Civil Trial Specialist
Approved by the ABA
1 Not admitted NJ
2 Admitted NY
3 Admitted PA
4 Admitted CT
5 Admitted DC
6 Admitted MA
7 Admitted MD
8 Admitted VA
9 Admitted CA
10 Admitted FL
11 Admitted PR
12 Admitted VI

Netta Architects, LLC and Nicholas J. Netta, AIA, NCARB (collectively, “Netta”) have spent
over 18 years building their reputation as a premier architectural firm throughout the State of New
Jersey and across the country. This reputation is based not only upon Netta’s renowned design skills,
but also upon the integrity of Mr. Netta and all of Netta’s employees. The false and misleading
statements regarding Mr. Netta and the work of Netta Architects, LLC that you published on The
Union County Watchers Blog owned by the Union County Watchdog Association and on YouTube
place Netta in a false light and threaten the goodwill Netta has worked tirelessly to build.

More specifically, your statements in the video blogs “When You Sush Tina” and “Getting Off
on Nick Netta” wrongfully imply that Netta has obtained public contracts and improper change orders
as a result of personal relationships with local government officials. Moreover, you suggest without a
scintilla of evidence to support your claims that Netta has engaged in improper billing practices — an
accusation that simply is not true. While such baseless innuendo may be good fodder for your blog,
your comments are damaging to Netta’s business and are defamatory per se. See, Salzano v. North
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Jersey Media Group Inc., 201 N.J. 500, 540-541 (N.J. 2010) (Certain kinds of statements . . . are
considered defamatory as a matter of law. A prime example is the false attribution of criminality, and
innuendo that insinuates guilt of wrongdoing will not be protected as fair)(internal citations omitted);
see also, McLaughlin v. Rosanio, Bailets & Talamo, 331 N.J. Super. 303, 313-314 (App.Div.
2000)(statements qualify as slander per se if the comments accuse another (1) of having committed a
criminal offense or (2) of engaging in conduct incompatible with his or her business).

While it is apparent that your zeal for government reform and personal vendetta against Mr.
Netta has blinded your appreciation of reality, there simply is no excuse for knowingly publishing false
comments regarding Netta’s work on the Union County Courthouse; nevertheless, you publish and re-
publish numerous comments in the video blogs titled “Netta Architects Change Order”, “Getting Off
on Nick Netta”, and “When You Sush Tina” and on your Blog entitled "The Netta Incident" that are
demonstrably false. For example, you state “[o]bviously, Netta Architects does not know how to build
court buildings...[and Mr. Netta] admitted he didn’t know the court requirements.” A review of the
facts, including the record from the Freeholder’s Meeting, makes clear these comments are not
accurate and have no merit. Please be advised that your republication of such comments makes you
and the Union County Watchdog Association liable for theses defamatory statements. Salzano v. North
Jersey Media Group Inc., 201 N.J. 500, 512 (N.J. 2010)(Notably, defamation law generally imposes
liability upon one who repeats or republishes the defamatory statements of another) (internal citations
omitted).

Additionally, you state that Netta was “just on the agenda tripling [his] fee because of some
miscalculation [he] made.” This also is not accurate, as you well know. The truth is that a change
order was submitted to the County for approval, it was approved, and as a result, the size of the
courthouse that Netta was authorized to design tripled. There is simply no truth to the allegation that
Netta miscalculated his fee.

These comments, together with your similarly false and misleading comments regarding
Netta’s lack of experience designing courtrooms and Netta’s work on the existing county court house
staircases as well as regarding Mr. Netta’s personal conduct and professional business relationships
can be interpreted only as a intentional campaign to defame Mr. Netta and to harm the firm of Netta
Architects’ business.

Indeed, while you now admit in your blog post, “The Netta Incident”, that you should not have
engaged in personal attacks on Mr. Netta and that you in fact accept Netta’s explanation of the events
prompting the defamatory blogs posts at issue, you nevertheless refuse to retract your initial, and
incorrect, reporting relating to Netta on your website and You-Tube. The fact that the Union County
Watchdog Association apparently adopts your statements is particularly troubling in light of its
laudable mission and status as a non-partisan, non-profit, 501(c)(3) organization and the
responsibilities that accompany such status such as reporting views only supported by the factsand in a
way that is not distorted.
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