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team of volunteers, will continue to
run the facility. '

In the past, the arts has had an
| annual operating budget of about
$1 million. The county had been

providing $75,000, and the city of
Rahway about $300,000. The facility

| is also supported by contributions
from more than 4,000 people. .

“Maintaining * a 78-year-old
building is expensive and difficult,
so we're grateful the county is step-
ping in to help preserve this histori-
cal theater,” said Erwin.

Sebastian D’Elia, a county'

spokesman, - said ‘the agreement

| still must clear some minor hur-

dles.
“Once the architectural docu-

‘ments are finalized and all state

and local approvals have been ob-

‘tained, work could begm by the

end of this year,” he said.
DElia said the $6 million in

| county fundmg “will not be pa1d in

one lump sum.”

Fund was approved by voters in

" He said it is likely the project
would likely be bonded in phases.

 “The board will decide on an
annual basis how much to appro-
priate (to the arts center), and

- then will more than likely use the

open space trust fund to pay for
the bonds, which is a permissible
uSe of the funds,” D’Elia said.

. The Open Space, Recreation
a;nd Historic Preservation Trust

e,
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ntage cutout of an usher holds theater programs in the Iobby of the
hion County Arts Center in Rahway o

12000, The county ﬁnanc,eé .the
program through an additional
property tax that charges home-

owners 1.5-cents for every $100 of

their assessed property value.
The Republicans have consis-
tently disagreed with the manner
in which the all-Democratic

county administration has used !

the trust fund. :
“My position as Republican
chairman has always been that

not be used for any brick-and-
mortar projects. That’s simply
not the way the fund’s purpose
was when it was presented to the

. He said Repubhcans do not
oppose the arts.
“Back when then- Gov

cut arts funding from the state

| budget in 2003, it was the Repub-

lican legislators who successfully
fought to restore it,” said Morin.
- Erwin said she hopes all of the

: }work at the arts center will be
i oompleted by next summer.

Right now, the arts center ac-

;-ffcommodates between 35,000 and
| 40,000 people: annually.

' “The revitalization of this his-

 toric landmark is also

L eievat&ana @éta;ohsh\

v housing.

the open space trust fund should
be used for just that and should

| | voters,” saJd Philip Monn of
| Cranford.

(James) McGreevey wanted to

bher
n;mn 302-1507 ,

County Arts Center as a premier

northern New Jersey performing -

arts venue,” Freeholder Deborah
Scanlon, chairwoman of the Open
Space, Recreation and Historic
Preservation Trust Fund, said in

1 press release.

Rahway Mayor James Ken- .
nedy said the city’s downtown is -
undergoing a $100 million rede-

velopment project aimed at
sparking new jobs and business,

increase ratables: and create new B

He said he hopes the down-

town renovation that includes ;‘.'
the arts center will be “the cen-

terpiece of a major rewtahzatlon
of the area.

“Part of the role of govem-

. ment is to spur economic devel-

opment, create new jobs and op- ;

portunities for our res1dents
‘Kennedy said.

As examples, the mayor the -
New Jersey Performing Arts Cen-

ter in Newark, and public invest-
ment in arts projects that help
spur prosperity in both Red Bank.
and New Brunswick.

The theater has a colorful h1s- ;
tory ~

A wealthy Rahway huszheks—w
man named Barney Engelman
bought a parcel of land off Irving
Street in 1927 and built the old
Rahway Theater for vaudeville

. acts and to showcase the fledg-
ling movie industry.

The theater held its opemng

' night on Oct. 16, 1928, with silent

films and live organ music.

" Over the next 75 years, the
building was sold to a theater
chain and then to a New York

. company that showed adult films

until 1981, when its lease expired.
The theater closed, but a non-

proﬁt organization began a cam-

paign in 1982 that raised $175,000

‘to purchase and help restore the
1,310-seat venue.

" Robert E. Misseck covers Union
County. He may be reached at rmis-
seck@starledger.com or (908) -




