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Union County manager to retire
Published: Tuesday, July 19, 2011, 3:14 PM Updated: Tuesday, July 19, 2011, 4:49 PM
By Ryan Hutchins/The Star-Ledger The Star-Ledger

George Devanney ELIZABETH — Union County’s powerful manager, George Devanney,
announced today he plans to retire, effective Aug. 1.

Devanney said in a statement that he has been pondering retirement for about a year,
saying pension and retirement changes, as well as a desire to spend more time with his
family, were motivating factors. He also plans to “seek new challenges” by working with
his wife’s firm in the private sector.

“| have been privileged to make many great friends as well during this time, and while |
will miss working with many of them on a daily basis, | do plan on remaining active,” he
said. “l love Union County and will remain committed to keeping it great.”

Devanney, the county manager since 2002, when he was promoted from deputy
manager, is not resigning, as was incorrectly reported earlier in the day.

The county also announced that Deputy Manager M. Elizabeth Genievich will retire Feb.
2,2012.

Union County Sherriff Ralph Froehlich, who has worked with every county manager
since the position was created, said he met with Devanney earlier today and shared his
well wishes.

“I'm disappointed in a selfish way. | like him being here. | like the way he works,”
Froehlich said this afternoon, but added he was happy for him.

The Berkeley Heights resident earns an annual salary of $168,336, according to county
payroll records.
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Regular Meeting _Agenda July 28, 2011
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a contract with Harris Corporation, Lynchburg, Virginia to provide repair and
maintenance services for the County's radio system equipment for the contract
period August 1, 2011 through July 31, 2012 in an amount not to exceed $79,920.

CHAIRMAN DEBORAH P. SCANLON: Authorizing the County Manager to enter into
Ambulance Service Billing Coordination Agreements between the County and Local
Medical Centers that provide advanced life support services. The County will receive
a percentage of the amount billed.

CHAIRMAN DEBORAH P. SCANLON: Authorizing the County Manager to apply for
and accept funding from the State of New Jersey, Stop Violence Against Women Act
(VAWA) Grant Program for the period February 1, 2011 through July 31, 2011 in
the amount of $39,288.

CHAIRMAN DEBORAH P. SCANLON: Amending Resolution Number 2011-595 a
contract awarded to Edward Kologi, Esq., Linden, New Jersey, Special Counsel in
the matter entitled Jonathan Dawkins v. UC, et als, to increase the appropriation for
an additional sum of $20,000.00 for a sum not to exceed $85,000.

CHAIRMAN DEBORAH P. SCANLON: Amending Resolution Number 2011-532, a
contract awarded to DeCotis, Fitzpatrick & Cole, LLC, Teaneck, New Jersey,
Special Counsel in the matter entitled Jonathan Dawkins v. UC, et als to increase the
appropdation for an additional sum of $20,000 for 2 sum not to exceed $55,000.

CHAIRMAN DEBORAH P. SCANLON: Approval and Acceptance of a Separation
Agreement and General Release between the County of Union and George W.
Devanney. '

CHAIRMAN SCANLON AND THE ENTIRE BOARD: Appointing Alfred J. Faella as
County Manager to serve at the pleasure of the Board of Chosen Freeholders and
said services shall commence on August 1, 2011, at an annual salary of $155,000.

FREEHOLDER SPONSORED RESOLUTIONS

FREEHOLDER LINDA CARTER: Honoring Donald Van Blake on his 90th Birthday,
August 9, 2011.

FREEHOLDER CHRISTOPHER HUDAK: Congratulating Brian Fritzshe for being
elected to the New Jersey Boy’s State 2011.

FREEHOLDER CHRISTOPHER HUDAK: Expressing the Board’s most sincere
condolences to the family of Police Officer James H. “Jimmy” Carter, Jr., in their
time of sorrow.

FREEHOLDER MOHAMED S. JALLOH: Proclaiming the week of August 1, 2011
through August 7, 2011 as Union County Emergency Preparedness Week, urging
Union County Residents to take steps to prepare for emergencies in their homes,
businesses and schools.
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After a week on the job, new Union County manager already has a game plan
Published: Sunday, August 07, 2011, 11:00 AM By Ryan Hutchins/The Star-Ledger The Star-
Ledger

Newly appointed county manager Al Faella

at the Union County public safety complex in Westfield on Friday.

UNION COUNTY - Alfred J. Faella, or "Al" to friends, family and the nearly
3,000 people who work for the new Union County manager, is a "no frills"
kind of guy.

"I'm pretty straight. What you see is what you get," the graying,
thick-haired 56-year-old said during an interview last week.

That much is evident based on the county chief executive's list of
priorities: straighten out the county's fiscal situation, spur job-creating
economic development and get a chili dog, twice per week, at Jerry's on
Elizabeth Avenue.

"If | can't do that, forget it," Faella, an Elizabeth native who now lives
in Mountainside, said of his long-standing lunch tradition.

Don't take that to suggest he's not a hard worker. Faella, previously the
parks and community renewal director, said his first days on the job were
chaotic but productive as he seeks to learn every element of the county's
massive operation, expected to cost about $482 million this year. He stood
in front of the county administration building on his first day, Monday,
greeting employees as they arrived for work. He plans to visit other
facilities throughout the county.

Faella takes the reins of county government from 49-year-old George
Devanney, who retired after nine years in the position.

His seemingly sudden departure and Faella's quick appointment raised some
eyebrows, but county officials insist it had been discussed for months and
had no sinister genesis. There was no nationwide replacement search, they
say, because they had someone who was well qualified.

PREVIOUS COVERAGE:

. Union County manager to retire
. Union County debuts new ambulance service in response to local requests
for increased aid

. Union County officials battle activist over use of controversial county
seal

. Union County to put solar panels on government buildings

. Union County vows to corral corrections officers' overtime
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