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~ Taxpayers may nat realize it hot
ey neiped sebsidize the Democratic
frecholder campaign this year. They
didn't contribuie o eny campaign
fund, but in & more indirect manner
which they might not even notice.

Message & Media of New Bruns-
wick — that's in Middlesex County,
by the way — was awarded a $45,000
contract in the spring to design new
county signs. The firm was hired to
impleiment “a new graphic and thema-
tic image devoted to projecting a new
dentity” for Unior County.

Freeholders aimed to raise aware-
pess of what county govermment is
artd what it does for citizens, in addi-
ion 1o “renewing a sense of pride” in
he county.

- 'The new. s;gns sure are atiractive,
and helpful toa. People can actually
drive around the traffic circle in the
Watchung Reservation and not have

o guess where o pet off. There are -

lovely galeway signs when entering

the county and directional signs tell-

ing maotorists where various county

parks and buildings are Jocated.
The county pmduccs the signs in-

house. There will be apprommatciy

120 welcomeTsigns at & cost of $5,000.
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By Mark H{ywnu
Reglonal Editor

My Two

each to
price tag o

ice and install; a total
\pproximately $600,000
There are park entrance signs
which cost $17,000 since ihey're
doubie-sided and require two posts
Message & Media recently
received another comract — this One
$55,000 — o produce promotional
materials for the county-operated
Hospital |
holders didn't
why a firz
from Middlesex County was being
hired for the job, yet the administrator
of Runnells Hospital is grilled each
time he pre: a resolution 1o hire

ale
2150

Specialized

Berkeley 'Heights, Fre

someone utside the cougty,
usually o per diem basis.
B O (1T that the freeholders

realize | rtant 'Q,p:mm.i con-
sistent wi l"cn is dcvclopmh the-~
sig ar-TAterials -
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But 1.

.
-wunnld guess thew slen undarctand tha

importance of toeing the party line.
What does this all-have to do with

f ¥ ,‘.t:._ . L SR

the freehoider campaign’

Coincidentally, the Union County

1Ticmﬂ=.f.1kic (.'f‘.-r.m:'.-.t: speil l{-tm K

imately $125,000 with ""1'.‘.’-,

Media for work on it:r;, frecholder
eamp his year. In another
[ema 2~coincidence, the glossy
cam fliers for the Democrals
bore a strilling resemblance 1o the new
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cunty taxpayers paid

for, t  dike s ral
aave 18>
I have to give the Bemocrats «
" ; 1 & 3
It was a shiewid piove. Repu ns

could leam "r thing or two for next
year. It would me ibly . work better
than wasting yheir entire election sea
on drawing jcanoons.

'!’_i‘.;-.-'_'" the Wbeauty of professional
':{'r'f:'a.‘—'—" contracts. You can virtually
award them tolanyone you'd like, As
One .fre.‘snm.'wr Ig‘-'--. it that's where alt
the “candy” ;.:-,uc‘a .

Daniel Sullivan of Elizabeth "as-:d

-TMcx!usde;‘ Mirabella of Roseile Park

will become the
chairman

chainman and vice

of thé frecholder hoard, -
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Sullivan had the best atendance of
any frecholder in 1999, having not
1g, while Mirabell

mestings. I'm sure
that had a lof 1o do with gaining their

missed & meelit

missed only two

new positions.

Stender, along with Don
brought up the rear when
it came to frecholder attendance; both
LK ﬂu..’ cight meetings but were still at
ot atiendance clip.

Linda

Goncalves,

As a whole, the board fashioped a

solid 88-percent atrendance rate in
1999 with most of the board sporting
an atiendance rate of better than 8BS
percent.
Freeholder Mestings Rals
Dan Sulifvan 42/42 100%
Alex ‘Mirahalla 40142 G5%

Daborah Scnnlan
Micholas Scutarn

3g/42 83%
38/42 Q0%

Lewls Mingo 6142 B6%
Chester Holmes 35/42 83%
Mary Ruolgio 35742 83%
Linda Sfander 3442 B1% .
Don Goncalves 34J42 81%
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