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Taxoayers may no> resize it, but
ihey nelpco subsidize Uie Democratic
freeholder campaign this year. They -'
didn't contribute to any campaign
fund, burin a mare'indirect manner '
which they might not even notice.

Message & Media of New Bruns-
wick — that's in Middlesex County,"
by the way—was awarded a $45,000
contract in the spring to design new '
county signs. The firm was hired to
implement "anew graphic and thema-
tic image devoted to projecting a new
identity" for Union County.

Freeholders aimed to raise aware-
ness of what county government.is
and what it does for citizens, in addi-
uon to "renewing a sense of pride"-in
the county,
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-The nevv.rsigris .sure.are attractive,
and helpful too. People can actually
drive around the traffic circle in the
Watchung Reservation and not have,
to guess where to get off,.There are:
lovely gateway signs when entering"
the county and directional .signs tell-
ing motorists where various county
parks and buildings art located.

The county produces Uie.. signs jn-
house.'There''will be approximately
120 welcome'signs at a cost of $5.000
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each to j . - 'M. ice and install: a tola!
price lag (.•) approximately $600,000.
There' also are park entrance signs
which cost $17,000 since they're
double-sided and require two posts.

Me s s a g c £' Me d i a re cen t! y
received another cciis^:.: — this one
$55,000 — to'-produce- promotional
materials for the county-operated

•Runnel 's Specialized Hospital in
Berkeley'Heights Fr< .-'ders didn't

"ask any questions ab. why a firm
fr.om Middlesex Coi was ! r i n g
hired for the job, yet the Administrator
of Ru tin el Is Hospital Is grilled each
time he pre.sc:'c. a re;»o3i.iti;vt 10 hire
someone fro:. 'Utside i'' county,
usually -"••< n j-jcr diem bsj i i , . .

: I 'uri; ' that (!K;L freeholders
rea! i ze_ i t ' , , <>rtanjt.$j;;jrt mai n cdn -

'sistent wh vho is 'developing.the-
-s tEr^-e •- •»ii(ar'-mafejriab.-:--But I '

importance of .toeing" the party line,
' 'What does this a! I "have to do with

the freeholder.campaign?
Co incidentally, the1 Union County

Democratic Committee speni approx-
imately']£ 125,000 with Message &
Media for work on the. freeholder
campaigri ' th i s year, [n another
rema/Kah^-c-fcincide'ncc,- the. glossy
campaign | fliers for "the Dcmoctais
bore a striding resemblance to the new •
signs Uii'Au County taxpayers paid
for; alniost l i k e s ' i b l i m i n a l
advertising* . ' ' ,

! have to jj<ivc the Demixrats '.. : .
It was a shVewd move, Repu'i' os
could IcamU- th ing or two fc Kl
year. It would;probably^work bcuer
than wasting their entire election ses-
soi: drawing Vcaitoorii,

Tliui's ihepeauiy .of professional
services, contracts. You can virtually
aware! them toVinyone you'd like. As

freeholder put i f , ' tha t ' s where alt
the "candv" j.-<jes..

_ . Daniel S u l l i v a n of Elizabeth and
''. Alexander Miratelta-of Rosclle Park
will becbnie the-chairman and vice
chairman, of the' freeholder board,

.- ' .••Sullivan had the best attendance of
any .freeholder in 1999, biviDg not
. -c<J a meeting, while Mirab--

• only two meetings. I'm sis-
that had a lot to do with gaining their
new positions.

Linda Stender, along with' Eton
Goncalves, brought up tlte rear when
it came to freehoitler attendance; both
missed eight meetings but were still, at
an SO-percent attendance clip.'

As a whole, the board fashioned a
lid 8S-pcrce.nl attendance rate in

1999 with most of the board sporting
•an attendance rate of better than 85
percent.
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'Dan Sullivan : 42/42
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Linda Stsnder
Don Goncalves ;
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